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SUB J : EDITORIAL COMMENT ON WARNING TO POLICE GRADUATES 
REF: MANILA 14438 

1 . IN AFTERMATH OF PUBLICATION OF WEEKEND SPEECH BY BG MEIM, 
CHAIRMAN OF PC SPECIAL ACTION COMMITTEE, TO NEW POLICE GRAD- 
DUATE REGARDING TORTURE DURING INVESTIGATIONS (REFTEL), EVENING 
POST OF SEPTEMBER 13 PUBLISHED FOLLOWING EDITORIAL ENTITLED, 

'NO TO THE THIRD DEGREE"': 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: THROUGH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PC SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE, ALL PC PERSONNEL AND MEMBERS OF THE INTEGRATED 
NATIONAL POLICE WERE WARNED ONCE AGAIN ABOUT RESORTING TO THE 
THIRD DEGREE, THE METHOD APPLIED TO PERSONS SUSPECTED OF 
CRIMES WHEN THE SUSPECTS ARE UNCOOPERATIVE, SPECIALLY ABOUT 
CONFESSING. IN SOME CASES, IT TAKES VERY LITTLE TO HAVE 

POLICE INVESTIGATORS MANHANDLE SUSPECTS OR OTHERWISE 
SUBJECT THEM TO EXTREME STRESS IN ORDER TO ELICIT A 
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CONFESSION OR PROVIDE VITAL INFORMATION ON A CRIME UNDER 
INVESTIGATION. THIS HAS BEEN STANDARD POLICE PRACTICE, IT 
SEEMS, FOR AS LONG AS THERE HAS BEEN AN INSTITUTIONALIZED 
POLICE FORCE IN THIS AND OTHER LANDS. 

3. FROM LONG PRACTICE, HARDENED POLICE INVESTIGATORS 

HAVE DEVELOPED THE SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES THAT HIDE TRACES OF 
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THE THIRD DEGREE METHODS USED ALTHOUGH THE VICTIMS MIGHT 
HAVE SUFFERED INTENSE PAIN AND UNTHINKABLE INDIGNITIES 
DURING THE INVESTIGATION. OTHER POLICEMEN DO NOT PAY 
ATTENTION TO SUCH NICETIES BUT SIMPLY BATTER THEIR VICTIMS, 

THAN MAKING IT APPEAR AFTERWARD THAT THE VICTIMS HAD 
SUFFERED INJURIES IN AN ACCIDENT OR SOME SUCH THING. 

TERRORIZED, A VICTIM OF POLICE BRUTALITY USUALLY KEEPS HIS 
PEACE. THERE ARE OTHERS. HOWEVER, WHO SUE OR BRING THE 
MATTER TO COURT; ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE ARE SHREWD 
PERSONS WHO FILE BOGUS COMPLAINTS OF THIRD DEGREE GRILLING 
AGAINST POLICE AND PC INVESTIGATORS, FOR PERSONAL OR 
POLITICAL REASONS, OR SIMPLY FOR THE HECK OF IT. THIS 
ONLY SHOWS THAT THE THIRD DEGREE COULD BE USED HARMFULLY 
IN TWO WAYS, AND THAT POLICEMEN WHO EMPLOY THIS METHOD 
OF INTERROGATING SUSPECTS CAN BRING DISASTER TO FELLOW 
OFFICERS WHO DISDAIN THE METHOD BUT ARE VULNERABLE ANYWAY 
TO TRUMPED UP CHARGES BY VENGEFUL PERSONS. THE ANSWER 
TO THIS DILEMMA, THEREFORE, IS TO KEEP CLEAR OF THE THIRD 
DEGREE, TO ESCHEW IT LIKE POISON. 

4. HARDBOILED POLICEMEN OF THE OLD SCHOOL MAY HAVE HAD SOME 
SUCCESS WITH THE THIRD DEGREE, BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT 

THEY HAD MORE FAILURES THAN SUCCESS, AND IN THE PROCESS 
THEY HAD BRUTALIZED PEOPLE AND POSSIBLY CREATED RECIDIVISTS 
WHERE THERE WERE NONE BEFORE. TODAY, POLICEMEN WHO EMPLOY 
THIS BRUTAL METHOD OF INVESTIGATING SUSPECTS MAY BE PROPERLY 
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CONSIDERED AS UNDESIRABLE AS CRIMINALS, INDEED NOT FIT TO 
WEAR THE BADGE OF AUTHORITY. IN FACT, PROGRESSIVE NEW 
METHODS OF INTERROGATION ARE FAR MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THE 
STRONG-ARM METHOD AND THE NEW BREED OF POLICEMEN, GENERALLY 
BETTER EDUCATED THAN THEIR OLD-FASHIONED COMPEERS, MAY BE 
TRUSTED TO DRAW OUT FACTS FROM SUSPECTS WITHOUT LAYING A 
HAND ON THEM, OR EVEN THREATENING THEM. 

5. THE REMINDER ARTICULATED BY THE AFORESAID POLICE OFFICIAL 
IS TIMELY IN THE FACE OF THE NEW EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, 

AND SHOULD BE TAKEN TO HEART BY ALL POLICEMEN, WHETHER IN 
THE PC OR THE INP. END QUOTE. 

6. GADFLY COLUMNIST DORY VALENCIA, IN SEPTEMBER 14 DAILY 
EXPRESS, ALSO NOTED THE SPEECH, COMMENTING "POLICEMEN HAVE 
BEEN TORTURING DETAINEES SINCE POLICEMEN WERE INVENTED BY 
MODERN GOVERNMENT. LET’S FACT IT - THERE WILL ALWAYS BE 
SADISTS IN UNIFORM. PRIOR TO MARTIAL LAW, THEY CALLED 

THIS POLICE BRUTALITY. NOW, IT IS CALLED "TORTURE" AND 
THE GOVERNMENT GETS BLAMED FOR SUCH INDIVIDUAL CRIMES." 

STULL 
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